
1 
 

December 11, 2022  11:30 a.m.  St. Augustine Cathedral 

Third Sunday of Advent/Gaudete Sunday 

The Church tells us that today is a special day---a day to be joyful.  It’s Gaudete 
Sunday, which is Latin for “Rejoice” Sunday, because we are exactly half-way 
through this brief season of Advent.  I always look forward to this Sunday for lots 
of reasons, not the least of which is because it’s one of the two Sundays in the 
Church Year when we get to wear these “fashionable” Rose-colored vestments.    
But we wear these Rose-vestments today because we’re drawing very close to 
Christmas---now just two weeks away, so we should “Rejoice!” 

However, as we all know, sometimes that’s “easier said than done”.  While I’m 
sure we would all love to focus on the importance of Christmas and the 
celebration of Jesus’ Birth as the reason why our greatest emotion these days 
should be Joy, there are lots of other emotions we might be feeling these days as 
well.  Emotions of stress with our growing “to-do list” of things that have to be 
done; anxiety about the shopping, wrapping, Christmas cards writing, and of 
course baking all the Christmas cookies; we might also experience fear over any 
number of other factors going on in our lives.  And then there are those 
unplanned realities that we don’t count on that come along that cause us to 
worry, from things as serious as a health concern, a major financial loss, or a 
personal crisis, all the way to just not being sure if we’re on Santa’s good, or 
naughty, list. 

God’s Holy Word we’ve just heard today for this Third Sunday of Advent not 
only points us to reasons why we should be filled with Joy; they also are occasions 
for us to ponder some challenging questions of life.  I’d like to focus on two of 
those very challenging questions. 

In the Gospel, we just heard about John the Baptist.  We heard about him last 
week as well, but what a difference from last week to this week. Last week, St. 
Matthew told us that John was just beginning his public ministry.  He came out of 
the desert where he had been prayerfully preparing for years.  He was confident, 
bold, fearless as he began proclaiming to any and all who would listen: “Repent, 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” And as people came out in droves from all 
over the area, wanting to respond to his call, John tirelessly baptized every last 
person who came to him in the Jordan River, including Jesus. Today’s passage is 
found 8 chapters later, and here we see a very different John.  He’s in prison; he 
seems beaten down, deflated and confused.  He seems to be wondering if Jesus, 
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about Whom he had been preaching and pointing the people to follow, really is 
the Messiah for Whom the world had been waiting for generations.  To put it in 
“ecclesial terminology”, he seemed to be having a “crisis of Faith”.  So he decides 
to send two of his own disciples to ask Jesus directly: “Are you the One Who is to 
come, or should we look for another?”   

Let’s stop there for a moment and consider this first question, and realize what 
a powerful question it is.  It’s a question that goes to the heart and soul of our 
human-ness.  It’s a question that, even as we ask it, makes it obvious that we 
don’t have all the answers; a question that makes it clear that we know there’s 
got to be something more, some ONE more, than what we have, or know, here 
and now.  Some people look to the Stars (not the Hollywood ones [I hope]) but 
the ones in the Heavens for what is “more”; some people look to Science for the 
answers to our questions; unfortunately, some people look to chemical or 
alcoholic substances as an escape from their questions.  For us, for people of 
Faith, we look to God to guide us to what lies beyond our comprehension and to 
satisfy our longings.  The entire first part of the Bible that we Christians know as 
the Old Testament reveals that the Patriarchs and the Prophets constantly 
pointed generations of people to look forward to the Promised Messiah Who 
would come, some day, to save the world and all humanity.    And John was the 
last of those Prophets; and he was convinced that Jesus was the “One Who was to 
come”; but for some reason, now (8 chapters later) he wasn’t so sure. 

Perhaps there are times when we ask ourselves the same question; when we 
might also have a similar “crisis of Faith”.  Even if there are other causes of stress, 
worries, or anxieties in our lives, our Faith in God---and in particular our Faith in 
Jesus as our Savior and Lord---should fill us with the Joy that the Church highlights 
for us today, two weeks away from Christmas. But if it doesn’t, then perhaps we 
need to consider that particular question, and ask God for His Grace to help us 
have clarity and certainty.  We need to be clear about Who we’re looking for---
that’s Jesus; , and why we’re doing so---because He has the Words of Everlasting 
Life.  

It seems that John was waiting for Jesus to do something to overturn Israel’s 
current oppressors, like King David of Old or some of the other warrior Kings of 
Israel.  He wasn’t sure what, exactly; just something “more” than what He had 
been doing.  That is what appears to have prompted him to send his two disciples 
on his behalf to Jesus and to ask that first question.   As we heard, Jesus’ response 
was more circumstantial than direct, as He said:  “Go tell John what you see and 
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hear:  the blind see, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the good 
news preached to them.”  These were the signs of the Messiah that had been 
clearly foretold by a number of Old Testament Prophets, especially Isaiah, as we 
heard in this morning’s First Reading: “Say to those whose hearts are frightened: 
‘be strong; fear not. Here is your God; He comes to save you…..then the eyes of the 
blind will be opened, the ears of the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap like a 
stag, and the tongue of the mute will sing.”  Jesus was doing exactly what Isaiah 
had foretold the Messiah would do as indications of the presence of the Kingdom 
of God----but not thru violence, or by waging war; rather by changing hearts, 
opening minds, and helping people to come to know God’s unconditional Love.   

So, that brings us to the second of the two powerful questions today’s 
Readings offer us.  Jesus asked the crowd gathered there with Him:  “What did 
you go out to the desert to see?”  In other words, “Why did you go to see this 
rather strange Prophet?  What were you looking for?  Did you go just out of 
curiosity?  Did you go because everyone else was going?  Or did you go to really 
hear John’s message---did you go with the intention of repenting, turning away 
from sin, and living in union with God?  And if you did that, have you repented?  
Have you changed your heart? 

Perhaps that should lead us to ask ourselves:  Why have I come here today?  
Who am I looking for?  Why do I come to Church?  Why do I pray?  What is it that 
I’m searching for when I look to God?  What’s the impact in my life? 

We’re living in some extremely challenging times.   The political divisiveness, 
the accompanying loss of any sense of common courtesy or basic social discourse, 
an escalating sense of moral decline in society, an out-of-control understanding of 
“personal freedom”, and an arrogance on the part of many in the human family 
who no longer sees themselves in need of God, Faith, or objective Truth----all of 
those are challenges affecting and influencing all of us.   There might be a part of 
some of us that feels like we want someone, or something, to forcibly overturn, 
and put a stop to all this; there might be a part of some others of us that thinks: 
what’s the use of fighting it; if we can’t change them, just join them. 

But the Truth remains constant:  our God loves us----has always loved us---and 
will continue to love us no matter what.  And our God prefers to save us, not to 
condemn us.  That’s why He sent His Son Jesus, 2000 years ago, as “the One Who 
was to come”, in fact “came”, and will never leave us.  And that same Jesus, the 
long-awaited Messiah and Savior of the World, has established His Kingdom----a 
Kingdom unlike any worldly Kingdom.  It’s not a Kingdom of violence or force.  It’s 
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a Kingdom built on the Scriptural values of God’s justice, love, compassion, mercy 
and peace.  It’s a Kingdom that is focused on healing and reconciling, rather than 
conquering and imposing.   

From our vantage point in 2022 here in southwest Michigan, the Kingdom of 
God is here, and it is still unfolding; God’s Kingdom is always in process of being 
completed.  We too should look around us; do we see signs of the Kingdom in our 
midst?  When we live our lives in God’s ways, when we love God and neighbor, 
when we forgive those who have offended us, and show mercy to those who have 
hurt us, when we practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy, live our lives 
rooted in the Beatitudes, and pursue justice for the oppressed----those are the 
signs of God’s Kingdom among us, a Kingdom that continues to unfold.  That’s 
how we change the world; it needs to begin with us living our Faith with integrity, 
courage, and joy; we need to faithfully and joyfully give witness to Jesus in our 
lives. And the more of us who do so, there will be an impact; it might be slow, but 
it will be sure.   

The Kingdom of God will not be completed in this world.  That’s why this 
season of Advent focuses our attention not only on preparing to celebrate Jesus’ 
first coming on the day of His Birth in Bethlehem, but more importantly, that we 
are preparing for the day of His Final coming at the end of time.  It will be then 
that God’s Kingdom on earth will be joined with the Kingdom in Heaven.  We pray 
that Day won’t come for a long, long while; yet as People of Faith we look forward 
to that Day with Hope.  And that’s why we continue to keep “waiting in joyful 
hope” for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

In the meantime, we deal with life’s unplanned circumstances, from human 
suffering to getting off Santa’s naughty list, and realize that Advent is not about 
the absence of suffering; rather Advent helps us to find Joy in the midst of 
suffering----through suffering---in spite of suffering.  Advent is not just about 
preparing to celebrate the Birth of a Baby; it’s also about the Baby Who grows 
into the Man Who endures the Cross for the salvation of the world, and Whose 
Resurrection destroys the power of sin and death.  What we celebrate at 
Christmas is that Christ has come, and remains with us in His Real Presence here 
in the Gift of the Eucharist.  

God is present in all things, even our suffering---perhaps especially in our 
suffering.  God is at work in all things, to help to bring good out of our pain, 
confusion, doubt, discouragement, and even these troubled times.  
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That’s why Isaiah’s prophecy in today’s First Reading is so true:  “Be strong. 
Fear not.  Here is your God.  He comes with vindication…He comes to save you.”   
This is what we are called to do on this Third Sunday of Advent, just two weeks 
from Christmas: be strong; fear not! And Rejoice, not because everything is 
perfect; rather, we are to rejoice because in our imperfection---in our suffering, 
sorrow and sadness---in all of our life circumstances, planned and unplanned, God 
IS with us!  So, Gaudete! 


